Light chain cardiomyopathy associated with small-vessel disease.
Intramyocardial small-vessel disease associated with systemic light chain deposition is a rare condition that may occur in patients with monoclonal plasma cell proliferation. This article describes a 39-year-old woman who had experienced several episodes of subendocardial myocardial infarction and was found to have plasma cell dyscrasia. Endomyocardial biopsy revealed kappa light chain deposits along the sarcolemmal and vascular basement membranes, the latter of which resulted in vascular occlusion and myocardial infarction. Postmortem examination showed polyvisceral deposition of kappa light chains. This rare complication of plasma cell proliferative process has a poor prognosis.